
 

 

 

 

Brussels, 14 th of June 2011. 

 

 

To the Government of the Netherlands 

Dear Secretary of State competent for Education, Culture and Science, 

Mr. H. Zijlstra, 

 

 

Concerning: The Tryater Frisian Language Theater 

 

On behalf of all the 41 EFA members of our European political party, 

represented in 17 Member states of the EU and on behalf of the EFA Members 

of the European Parliament we aim to share some information with you and 

we wish to raise some concerns in relation to the decision announced last 

Friday the 10th of June 2011.  

Your cabinet announced last Friday to implement very serious budgetary cuts 

in the cultural sector. We were informed that all funding for the only existing 

Frysian theatre Tryater would be cut. 

 

We wish to state that indeed Tryater is the only theatre company in The 

Netherlands playing in the Frisian language, having 50.000 visitors each year. 

Their functioning is exemplary to others playing for everyone and 

everywhere. They have a very broad public. They play in small local 

community centers and in bigger theaters even in Amsterdam and as far as 



Flanders. The theatre with nearly 50 years of tradition is rooted into the 

society very well in the North of your country. Their tradition is to connect 

people, to create, to inspire and to make citizens realize they belong where 

they are. Continuity of funding is essential to secure continuity of this 

tradition reaching as many people as possible in their own mother tongue 

including also all those citizens who do not speak the Frisian language. 

We refer to a letter of the directors of the theatres in which they point out that 

they almost always play for “a full house”. 

 

The European Charter for Minority and Regional languages and the 

Framework for Protection of National Minorities are both International 

agreements signed and ratified by your country, the Netherlands. It so seems 

that the support you have been offering to Tryater was a key element in the 

implementation of these international agreements, materialized also in the 

“bestuursakkoord Friese Taal en Cultuur” (policy agreement on the Frisian 

language and culture). We would not like to see the implementation of 

international regulation to be jeopardized let alone breached. 

If our information is correct the reason to stop supporting Tryater would be 

that it is not working in the 'national interest' of your country the 

Netherlands. On the contrary we believe it indeed is in the national interest to 

keep and promote the Frisian cultural heritage and language. It is even from a 

European and global point of view essential that Tryater will benefit from 

your support and the people of your country benefit from its integrating force. 

It is our firm believe that just like the extinction of animal or vegetal species 

means a loss for the whole of humanity, the loss of a language and culture is a 

loss for humanity. It is exactly from that perspective that these international 

laws have been developed in the past decades. 

 

Out of our firm believe in dialogue and our tradition to stimulate peaceful 

cross-cultural encounter, we conclude by firmly demanding you to reconsider 

the decision to deprive Tryater from further structural government founding. 

The work Tryater does in the Frisian language in Fryslân and through 

translation and subtitling traditions also opening up and including Dutch 



speaking citizens in Fryslân and in the whole of the 22  million wide Dutch 

linguistic space, is an important work of integration, you also highly value. 

We are convinced you value this important role Tryater plays in your society 

that is known throughout the whole world as liberal and open minded. 

 

 

With respect, 

Eric Defoort, 

President of EFA.  

 

  

 

 

Jill Evans  Ian Hudghton Frieda Brepoels  Oriol Junqueras 

MEP for Wales MEP for Scotland MEP for Flanders  MEP for Catalunya 

 

 

  

François Alfonsi   Alyn Smith   Tatyana Zdanoka 

MEP for Corsica   MEP for Scotland  MEP for Latvia 

 

 


